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SPORTS ICON

The world-renowned tennis star was born on April 19, 1987 in Nyagan, Russia. She started playing 
tennis at an early age and turned professional when she was just 14. Since then, Maria has won 
various honors throughout her career, including the 2012 and 2014 French Open and a silver medal 
in women’s singles at the 2012 Olympics. Through 2014, she is a five-time Grand Slam champion.

In March 2016, Maria Sharapova revealed she had failed a drug test at the 2016 Australian Open, 
admitting to testing positive for a drug called Meldonium…a commonly used drug in Russia for 
treatment of coronary artery disease. On June 8, 2016, she was officially suspended from playing 
tennis for two years by the International Tennis Federation.  On October 4, 2016, her suspension was 
reduced to 15 months.  Now, it’s time for Maria to get back on the court.
 
As she gears up for her first match post suspension, Maria shares intimate details of her journey 
back to Tennis.  Watch as we give the audience an exclusive look into Maria’s mental, physical and 
emotional preparation for one of Tennis’ biggest comebacks.  Follow Maria as she trains in LA and 
Florida for what will be a defining moment in her athletic career.  Fans will get a raw and intimate 
account from Maria of life immediately after suspension, leading up to her very first match on April 
26th in Germany.  
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THE STORY

Yes, Maria Sharapova is one of the greatest to ever play the game of tennis.
Yes, her marketability among female athletes is largely unrivaled.
Yes, she was embroiled in a doping scandal that resulted in suspension.
Yes, she is beautiful, poised and articulate.
 
She is also unknown.
 
The film captures a moment in time for Maria - one that changes her, teaches her, and 
ignites a life-changing and life-lasting appreciation for her fans.



THE STRUCTURE

The film spans a pivotal year in Maria’s life, from March 2016 – March 2017.  As she 
prepares mentally and physically for her comeback, we witness her struggles and 
triumphs during intense physical training. Through every moment, we see the depth of 
Maria’s humanity, and the perspective gained from a career that began at age 14. 

Using first-person video shot my Maria herself, along with interview and archive footage, 
the documentary culminates in Maria’s momentous return to Tennis.
 



THE TAKEAWAY

Audiences will have the opportunity to draw their own conclusions 
about Maria Sharapova through Maria’s own unfiltered words. 
 
“I’m not the next anyone, I’m the first Maria Sharapova.”



THE AUSPICES

LOOKALIKE PRODUCTIONS
Lookalike Productions represents the diverse collaborative efforts of twin sister filmmakers Lisa Lax and 
Nancy Stern, whose television and film productions have earned them a combined 16 Emmy Awards. 
Lookalike is a full-service production company that produces short and long form documentary films; 
television specials and series; live events; award shows; commercials; and films for schools, corporations 
and not-for-profit organizations.

SPRINGHILL ENTERTAINMENT
Founded by LeBron James and Maverick Carter, SpringHill Entertainment creates compelling stories 
for television, features, and digital.  They pride themselves on incubating, developing, and producing 
work that speaks to a cross-cultural audience.

IMG ORIGINAL CONTENT
Following a breakout year that has seen IMG’s original content division produce Oscar-shortlisted 
documentary film “Gleason” among several other notable projects, IMG OC continues to grow their 
offering.  Their team of executive producers, story producers, live event producers and programming 
executives conceives and delivers original content in a wide range of formats.


